
 

     
 
 

Otello - Verdi 
LIVE in cinema from Teatro di San Carlo, Napoli 

 
RISING ALTERNATIVE will broadcast this opera April 22, 2014  

 
 
Teatro di San Carlo’s production of Otello, conducted by Maestro Nicola Luisotti and directed by 
German theatre director Henning Brockhaus will arrive LIVE in cinemas this April 22nd, with Marco 
Berti, as Otello, Lianna Haroutounian as Desdemona, Roberto Frontali as Iago and Alessandro 
Liberatore as Cassio. 
 
The broadcast to cinemas is made possible by RAI (Radio Televisione Italiana), the Italian national 
broadcasting company and producer of major cultural events from Italy and around the world, 
MICROCINEMA, offering technical services with high definition digital technology and the satellite 
support transmission and RISING ALTERNATIVE, a leading distributor of classical music programs to 
cinemas. 
 
OTELLO – LIVE April 22nd 2014 – Starting time: 20h30 (Local Time) 
Verdi 
 
An Opera in Four Acts | Sung in Italian 
Libretto by Arrigo Boito, after the play of the same name by William Shakespeare 

 

Creative Team 

Conductor  Nicola Luisotti 
Director  Henning Brockhaus 
Scenes  Nicola Rubertelli 
Costumes  Patricia Toffolutti 
Lights   Alessandro Carletti 
Choirmaster  Salvatore Caputo 
 
Artistic Team 

Otello   Marco Berti 
Desdemona  Lianna Haroutounian 
Iago   Roberto Frontali 
Cassio   Alessandro Liberatore 
Ludovico  Seung Pil Choi 
Montano  Ventceslav Anastasoz 
Emilia   Anna Malvasi 
Roderigo  Antonello Ceron 
Il clown  Jean Méningue 
 



 
Orchestra and Choir of the Teatro di San Carlo 

New staging in co-production with Teatro Massimo of Palermo 

 
ABOUT THE OPERA 
 
After fifteen years of silence following the 1871 success of Aida, Verdi returned to work on an opera 
inspired by Shakespeare’s masterpiece, at the invitation of Boito and Ricordi. The 2013/14 Season at 
Teatro di San Carlo offers the unique opportunity to rediscover both Aida and Otello, bringing light to 
the changes of Verdi’s style over the course of a decade. Verdi, an artist deeply attuned to the 
sensitivities of the end of the century, chose to explore one of Shakespeare’s most disturbing 
psychological dramas, plumbing the depths of man’s soul.  
 
ABOUT TEATRO di SAN CARLO, NAPOLI 
 
Next to Plebiscito Square, one of the symbols of Naples, stands this shrine to Italian opera, whose 
foundation precedes the Scala theatre in Milan by 41 years and the Fenice theatre in Venice by 55 
years. In 1737, the first king of Bourbon, Charles III commissioned the theatre, a magnificent project to 
establish a clear sign of his power. The architect Giovanni Antonio Medrano, a Spanish colonel 
brigadier stationed in Naples, was responsible for the design. The work was contracted to Angelo 
Carasale, who completed the "real fabrica" in about eight months at a cost of over 75.000 ducats, 
according to contemporary accounts.  
 
The opening performance, held on the sovereign’s name day of November 4th, was celebrated with a 
performance of Achilles in Sciro by Pietro Metastasio, with music  by Domenico Sarro and "two 
dances as an intermezzo" created by Grossatesta and scenes by Pietro Righini. At that time, women 
always played an opera’s lead roles, so Achilles was interpreted by Vittoria Tesi, called "La Moretta", 
with the primadonna soprano Anna Peruzzi, called «la Parrucchierina» and the tenor Angelo 
Amorevoli. 
 
RISING ALTERNATIVE, is one of the world’s leading alternative content distributors and brings the 
extraordinary productions of many of the world’s most prestigious cultural institutions to cinemas, 
cultural centers and other public venues worldwide. OPERA DE PARIS, the SALZBURG FESTIVAL, 
the WIENER STAATSOPER and the SAN FRANCISCO OPERA are just a few of the opera venues in 
its catalogue, available at www.risingalternative.com.   
 
The company, with offices in New York, Berlin, Barcelona and Milan is ideally positioned to support its 
partners in exhibition and provide cinemas and audiences with a slate of 24 programs a year, 13 of 
which will be broadcast LIVE in HD in 2013-2014. Its exhibition partner network includes more than 
1000 screens in 40 countries. Rising Alternative management has been involved in the international 
distribution of cultural content to cinemas since 2006.      
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Barbara Berini 
Business Development Manager

 


